


» Many politicians
choose to fund new
road and bridge projects
than repair old ones.

n ASCE’s 2009 Report
Card for America’s
Infrastructure gave
the Hazardous Waste
infrastructure category
a grade of “D.”
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Unfortunately, three out of four of the nation’s
most vocal advocates for demanding funding for

However, the most serious threat to addressing
our underfunded infrastructure needs is a national
mindset that regularly focuses on issues seen as more
pressing and desirous of attention than infrastructure,
such as healthcare, downsizing the federal budget and
relations with China. Unfortunately, three out of four
of the nation’s most vocal advocates for demanding
funding for infrastructure are no longer in office and
are unlikely to have the same platforms for pressing
the urgency button they have in the past. They are
California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, Pennsylvania
Gov. Edward Rendell and U.S. Rep. James L. Oberstar,
former Chairman of the U.S. House Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure. Only Mayor Michael
Bloomberg of New York City maintains his office and can
continue to seek greater prominence for infrastructure
remediation and rebuilding.

It is clear that finding funds to address our worsening

infrastructure are no longer in office ...

infrastructure will be a more challenging job than ever
before. Let’s hope that politicians do more than keep
their collective eyes on the deficit ball. We need them to
look to a future that could be plagued with more traffic
congestion, airport delays, bridge failures and power
shortages. Without immediate action, it will not be

a pretty picture. V
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